dChannelIs-

ctivity b rou g h 1 forth
ries for increased aid to

ills 0:: construct Iight~
fhouses and-place buoys.
“marking river channels.
3y",.1852, 116 lighthouses.
Lwere. ordered forthe West
.Coast,: but;only e no'ugh
/. ;money i was: appropri-
(f ated,tor eight or nine.
wPurchasing a,~shl D,
he: ‘contractors hired
killed ;- workm‘en :
ji cured wood, plaster,-
i &paint and. glass —. every-
i ‘thing for building the -
i houses, they later report-
ed,: except brick, 1ime
,nd stone—ioaded all
rd a.nd sailed around

1

g

Completing these, they
moved “to Monterey and
~‘built .the Point Pinos:
lig~hthouse then erected -
he'Farallon. Islands light-.
house.“In: seven: months
hey uilt four" lighthous-

JUTTRR

‘-‘pleted structure.: iy
: Next the builders h d-
*‘;ed north to Cape stap-

‘ /\qf’it‘

: pointment.
" tune reared up, and the
: contractors’ ship struck

C )‘es. -

ational monu-.
L . -before all were:llluminat-
' ed, The first. lighthouse
'inspectors ‘of- the Elev-

:-than inspired
" ‘and the Lighthouse
.. Board was displeased.

pro- -’

it

/ L. /_8:-“- ey

.But misfor-

shoal near the mouth

I

of the Columbia River, -

and quickly sank, taking
'with her the, materials for
he remaining lighthous-

‘Returning to San Fran-
cisco, - the 'bullders ob-
ined - additional equip-'

" “mentand . materials and
_ .. resumed,

their project
Finally,, in Septemb er,

‘1&5'_1 ‘the last structure of
-'the’,;, elght,

‘Cape. Disap-
pointment, was accepted
by :the government.

The West.C.oa st had
its first-seven lighthous-
es. But none had a light
and it was over two Years.

enth District dis-

played something less - b

activity,

. Ins July, 1855, -t hey

;atransferred Maj.. Hart-
. man-.Bache: from. the

Fourth Lighthouse Dis-
West. Coast.

o He brought;,to the job ex-:
i perience and the" energy.
"which had: been. lacking.” |
: Not- long after his arrival oo
. lights, began to ‘pop .on,’
: and néw Iighthouses were
- buily alqng the West

" Maj: Baohe ‘an- histori-

. an at heart felt that the
archives of the L i gh t-.

house Board should ‘con-
tain measured” drawings'

and pictures of each:
: lxghthouse

Sketchesv

+ were taken fo ‘San Fran-" s

- eisco aftd rendered in't o
‘finished drawings. It is
. supposed that they w e re
" then sent to Washington.

They next appeared at
the Panama -'Pacific
" International Exposition
in San Francisco-in 1915.
“'But what happened to.

" the collection after that? .
. It 1s known' that one of

~ the Point Loma drawings
* was hanging in the office

"of the commissioner of
-hg,hthouses in*'1935, bui
“'an Intensive search for.
. this plcture by ‘the Na-
" tional Park’ Service in-
41961 -was fruitless..

Two of .the drawings,
one: ot Point: Loma and:

- one of Alcatraz, found

e_: their way to. the ‘Smith-

. sonfan’ Institution a n d
. .now reside there. T h e
other drawlngs have dis-

appeared completely.

.s.

" e eI .
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By MAYO HAYES O’DONNELL’

Continuing the history -

of the Point Pinos Light-
house as told by John H.
Hussey of the Natlonal
Parks Servick and pub-
, lished by the Book Club
,-of California, we begin
with ‘the appointment of
Mrs. -Charles Layton as
lighthouse keeper after
~her:husband was mortal-
ly wounded while a mem-

to capture the bandlt An-
- ber, 1855

_pointed Jan. 4, 1856, and
served fatthfully ant i1

‘She. was . rémarried -~ to
George C. Harrls, keeper

e e e T e e e

ber of a posse attempting -

astacio Garcla in N ovemg;_‘;

Mrs.: Layton Was ap-‘
“her: resighation in- 1860 .

“of the same station from
'+1861 t0.1863. During the

from  illness,
himself at the lighthouse '’
after a ramble through

the woods: from Monte-
rey. Keeper ‘Luce = wel-:

comed the stranger with
his usuaI hospitality

! last century it was not: U

. unusual ‘for women ' to
i serve as lightkeepers.
{ The Point Pinos station
i has had two: Mrs. Lay-
 fon and Mrs. M, E. Fish.
! LS

.. The statlon loghooks—
" unfortunately
: preserved at Point Pinos
—glve intimate glimpses
of the quiet llves led by
the - 'keepers during the

lated headland.

One entry - records the
’ﬂndlng of bear tracks on
«the lighthouse reserva-
ttion in.1860; another
. notes the birth of a litter

B

;of pigs ‘to the keeper’s .

: sow.. The periodic stop

2 of. the supply vessel fromv‘,

San Francisco: provided

j eagerly -~ ‘anticipated. .

‘ breaks in the’ station rou-
| tine.

' 1t is not often that the

‘lightkeepers are en- .
i shrined in the pages" of
".the world’s good liera-:

; ture, but such was the

"destiny of ‘‘attentive-and

courteous” Captain Allen

L. Luce, who reigned at

Point Pinos for a decade

.or more following his ap-

" pointment in October,
11871,

;- One day toward the -
. end of 1879 a dark, thin-
“young man, dressed like .

a’ Bohemian and gaunt

no longer

early decades on the. iso-.aj,::‘

v e et & s o
%

house 15" now:

on the Pacific

tions of* marine

So ends the stor'y"_of the -
lighthouse as:reported. in:"
the 1964 Keepsake: Serles’ ",

of the Book. Club-of Cali-
fornia T

f»pr‘esentéd_ “

SISNOHLHO I




	Page 1

